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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


Over-exploitation of the Albanian oil wells since the war has lod to con- 
siderable deterioration in the quality of the product. tells are drawm on 
until fine sand and sedinent are reached, and much of tho resulting preduss 
is found to be unusable. The refined product, whether produced at Kucove 
or in the USSR, is of unilcrml:; poor quality. That whien is rcovined in 
Runania is slichtly vetter. : 


Lxbraction cachinery is badly worn, and at tines foils to function. Because 
of shortage of 1.etal for tha construction of derricks, those of wells whioh 
appear to be cxhausted ara distantled and re-orectud over now boriny)s, daspita 
the possibility that the ol« wells, while inactive for a period, iight asain 
verin to be préductive through infiltrations of the subsoil. 


fhe refinery at Kucove is on oacasion inoperative because of tho breasdowmn 
of machinery end lack of spare vurts. 


The punping station at Skrofotine is inuctivae Tne installations controlling 
the infla::aole vases are out of croer, and so i'sr uttempts to obtuin mw 


eaculp..ent 
nave failed 


Crude oi] is accordingly brousht to Vione, both fren ratos and Kuceve, by 
pipeelines i which the crude oll xoves by its own weisht anc Lotion. The 
level oi’ full is slicht, end progress is stows In winter, because of ‘the 
low tompersture, passa:e of the oil is sonetines at a staidstill for several 
days on onde 


A new pipeline is reportodly Leins, constructed beticon Jatos and Vlone, via 
Fier, with a level of fell ot 45 rneters. No pressure or suction ("aspirazions”) 
stations are to be sreated. 


on the averacc, two 15,000-ton cancers sail from Albanian 


ports every month for Runeania or the USSR, earrying crude oil from the oil 
wells at Patos ond Kucove, 
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